
Tocharian
mīt

honey (*médʰu)

the migration of the word

Understandably, the word’s history goes back a ways, to what linguists call Proto-Indo-European, or PIE for short. According to the widely held PIE theory, almost all of the 
European languages and the languages spoken from Iran to India came from one source, a group of people who probably lived somewhere between the Black Sea and the 
Caspian Sea. This group of people somehow successfully spread out all over Eurasia, and languages as seemingly different as Greek, German, Latin, and Hindi all evolved 
out of that mother tongue. Map Authors: Karen Zeeb (CA) and Carl Churchill (CO)

Sources: Sam Dean, 2013, https://lrc.la.utexas.edu/lex/master

migration etymology: the movement of a word through civilizations

Proto  
Indo-European
médʰu, melit

meaning: honey

Proto - 
Germanic
hunaga

honey (*kn̥h2onk-o-s)

Ancient Greek 
knêkos

gold-color (*kn̥h2onk-o-s)

Old English
hunig

honey (*kn̥h2onk-o-s)

Sanskrit
madhu

golden (*kn̥h2onk-o-s)

Latin
canicae

grain (*kn̥h2onk-o-s)

mel
honey (*melit)

Hittite
milit

honey (*melit)

French
marmelade

marmelade (*melit)

Lithuanian
medùs

honey (*médʰu)

Luwian
maddu

honey (*médʰu)

Proto  
Indo-European
kn̥h2onk-o-s
meaning: gold-color

Language
word

meaning (*root)


